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1. Historical development of the Fruit Research Institute

Fruit Research Institute is seated in a renown fruit growing region in which the first Serbian fruit and grapevine nursery was
established in 1898.

The Fruit Research Institute was founded by the Ministry of Agriculture of NR Serbia in 1946 as the Fruit Growing and
Processing Station. In 1961, as a republic scientific institution, it was re-named in Fruit Research Institute by the Executive
Council of Serbia. In 1991, in compliance to the new reorganization of the scientific activity, the Fruit Research Institute was
integrated to the Agricultural Research Institute SERBIA as a one of eight centres, named Fruit and Grape Research Centre.
From the November 1, 2006 we have been organized as an independent institute named - Fruit Research Institute, again.

2. Activities of the Institute

Scientific-research work in the field of fruit culture is the principal activity of the Institute. It includes 7 departments:
Department for Pomology and Breeding; Department for Fruit Protection; Department for Fruit Physiology; Department for
Technology of Fruit Growing; Department for Technology of Fruit Processing; Department for Experimental Fields;
Department for Propagation and Maintenance of Fruit Planting Material.

Within the existing departments for scientific research work, the Institute deals with the following: research on temperate fruit
cultivars and rootstocks; breeding and selection of new fruit species; new biotechnologies in propagation; fruit reproductive
biology; control methods against diseases and pests and the application of pesticides; training systems and pruning modes;
soil maintenance in the orchard and mineral nutrition; technological fruit value, chemical analyses of soil, fruit and leaves
(foliar diagnosis), brandy, etc.

Supporting activity within the Department for Propagation and Maintenance of Fruit Planting Material includes nursery
production with special survey on development of high category reproductive planting material (nuclear, pre-basic and basic
reproductive material).

The Institute has 61 employees, out of which: 7 with PhD, 6 holding MSc, 7 researcher assistants and 3 researchers.
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